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Minutes
Meeting of the Planning and Amenities Committee

The minutes of Planning and Amenities Committee held in Community Centre, Hollow Lane, Cheddleton on Tuesday, 27th January 2026 at 6.45pm. 


ATTENDANCE

Present Councillors: S Rogers (Chair), V Cornes, L Shaw, M Ahmed, S Beardmore
Absent Councillors: G Grocott, T Williamson, V Salt, S Bagnall
Clerk: Melanie Matthews
Members of the public: 11

MINUTES

1. Apologies 
Apologies noted for Cllrs G Grocott and Bagnall
2. Declaration of personal & prejudicial interest or requests 
None
3. Chair to close the meeting for public session
One resident raised a question regarding the ongoing progress in resolving the situation involving the hay bales and the curtain-side lorry. The resident was advised that an official letter from the Clerk had been hand-delivered to the farmer, and a response is currently awaited. Details of the matter have also been forwarded to Environmental Health, who have begun their investigation. In addition, Cllr Ahmad has opened discussions with the landowners.

4. Minutes of the Meetings 
Agreed to confirm and accept the minutes of Planning and Amenities Committee on 16th December 2025 as true and accurate record.
5. Correspondence On Going and New Applications 

a-m. Noted 

n. EN0710001 – Peak Cluster CCS Pipeline – EIA Scoping Consultation and Notification. CON/2026/0004 Delegated decision. . End of consultation process 5/2/26
Agreed to submit a response by 5th February 2026 of chairs report that was read out at meeting: The scheme covered by this application proposes to remove, by collection, from the atmosphere, some three million tonnes of CO2 per annum created by the work being done by limestone quarries and their related industrial activities in the Peak District. The collected CO2 will then be transported, by pipeline whose route has yet to be defined, for 200 kilometres (roughly 125 miles) to the coast, reaching the sea near Morecambe. At the coast it will be compressed before being stored beneath the Irish Sea.
Consider what is implied in technical terms; the building of premises and facilities for collection at source, transportation across country, pumping stations, facilities for compression and storage. Then consider what is involved in human terms for the residents of the area through which the pipeline will pass disruption, possible displacement and a loss of property to compulsory purchase which will be granted if the application is approved.
Look next at the agencies involved at this point; a politician pushing the argument for net-zero; the manufacturers of the piping that will be used, the legal experts who will offer guidance to those in need of advice, the advocates who refer to as many as 1,500 jobs being created during construction, the influencers who refer to cleaner cement for building, purified tap water, healthier grazing for livestock and better soil for crops and wonder;  who stans to profit?.
How much productive farmland will be affected since, for over one hundred miles, the pipeline will be below the surface? What is already beneath the Irish Sea that can be so easily displaced to store the compressed CO2?  Will ‘storage below the Irish Sea’ be anything more sophisticated than merely dropping the cylinders of compressed CO2 overboard at some prescribed location? Why does so much of the available literature use cautious words like ‘could’, ‘may’, ‘you may see rules’, ‘there may be long term benefits’, or beguiling words like ‘compensation’? Why does the whole project seem to be anti-rural? Why is so much essential scientific and technical information or explanation absent?
Why is there no mention of cost? Thoughts of HS2 come to mind. On a smaller scale it is true, but the probable benefits are equally uncertain although the commercial lure is strong. Think of the scandal surrounding personal protective clothing during the pandemic. Surely some indication of cost should be available. Some costing of the infrastructure must have been carried out, where is it? Whence comes the funding; will it be from the taxpayer or private venture capital?
The enthusiastic involvement of the would-be providers is understandable but for those who derive no direct profit from the scheme or who are not driven by a political ambition or who are wary of climate doomsayers this project is one that requires more detail, time, thought and explanation.

o. SMD/2026/0006 - 37 Red Lion, Cheadle Road, Cheddleton, Staffordshire, ST13 7HN. Outline permission with all matters reserved to build a two bedroom bungalow in a paddock off Cheadle Road. End of consultation period 11/2/26
Agreed to object on the basis of insufficient information, visual impact, loss of green space, retention of footpath access to the canal, implications with regard to the Red Lion as a community asset, within the grounds of a Grade II listed building and unsure on driveway provision.

p. DOC/2026/0008 relating to SMD/2025/0248 which was approved 
12/11/25. Delegated decision. End of consultation 18/2/26. The PC was a consultee with regard to SMD/2025/0248 and we questioned whether this was a retrospective application. We are not a consultee on this occasion. 
Agreed to make comment seeking reassurance about the habitat management and biodiversity net gains. Has the biodiversity calculator been utilised accurately? Does the landscaping plan connect with surrounding habitats?

6. Public Question Time 
A member of the public asked when questions should be raised, noting that during this section some resolutions had already been made. She was advised that any comments regarding planning applications should be raised during the first public participation session so they can be taken into consideration when councillors are voting. She was also advised to submit her own comments directly, as although the Parish Council’s views carry weight in the decision-making process, the greater number of objections or comments received, the more closely the application is likely to be examined.
Further comments were received noting that the Red Lion is located within a Conservation Area and that this should be considered alongside the SMDC 2021 Cheddleton Conservation Area Appraisal Consultation, which was produced but has had no subsequent update or published progress. It was also noted that the Peak Cluster proposal extends both above and below ground, with infrastructure on land and CO₂ storage proposed to be buried beneath the seabed.

7. Date of next meeting 
Tuesday 24th February 2026  at 6.45pm at Wetley Rocks Village Hall, Mill Lane, Wetley Rocks.

End of Meeting 7.24 pm
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